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We gather in prayerful silence. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward 
Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking our 
foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to 
the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross 
indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey 
through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled 
to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our 
hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” 
Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the 
fruits of mercy and justice in the world.  
 

GATHERING 

GREETING  
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 And the community of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
 Have mercy on us, Lord,  
  and hear our solemn prayer. 

 We come to hear your living word;  
  it saves us from despair. 

 Have mercy on us, Christ,  
  and wash away our sin. 

 Pour out your grace and make us whole  
  that new life may begin. 

 Have mercy on us, Lord;  
  make sin and shame depart. 

 Renew us with your saving power;  
  create in us new hearts. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                             bulletin insert  

 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17   

PSALM 51:1-17              



LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION spoken together 
 Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord.  
 Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 
 

GOSPEL St. Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21         
 Glory to You, O Lord.  
 Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

MEDITATION                                             Pastor Wade Reddy 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
 “Change My Heart, O God”    sing twice            ELW 801 
 

INVITATION TO LENT                   P. 252 

CONFESSION OF SIN                                                      P. 252 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES                                                 P. 254 
 

SONGS DURING IMPOSITION 
 “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”                          ELW 814 
 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”                         ELW 751 
 

PRAYER AFTER IMPOSITION  
 Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation. 
  that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
  bring us with all your saints to  
  the joy of his Resurrection. 
 Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
 through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all  
 goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
 eternal life.  
  Amen.   
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER                                                   P. 254 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                              P. 255 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING   
 

DISMISSAL  
 Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;  
 Be of good courage;  
 Hold fast to that which is good;  
 Render to no one evil for evil;  
 Strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;  
 Help the afflicted; honor all people;  
 Love and serve God,  
 rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
  Thanks be to God.  


